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PHACH OF CONSCIENCH
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ahrid#*rn*nt of the Puritsn Classic by
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ispmAcg bF C0NSCIHNCE*/
L"rq,ry.,***-****.try 

-a:w wrtld{T'\'e - p{{sFa"*-ed'td#s'e" . {-fffiffidf-i'debnciliaticn reconciles a man to God; but peac*

ffi _ffiC1,i#*9,"$i#m;"urdfie
uf; sssir*h-Ge**hs..-ksx"p-s-bs.s"m-*h"is.$p"hs,ffi
ffi p, Th m -".$ Fspl d 1(isd-sf"rp*s e i$- p-,q s 9t e [g fl rv
ffi*r*hs"-Hg1ggn"$"psspt$"*p1-q-I&s-.":f, qglge-s3"g{ref qp,gf liagio*
with God, or" g{,*,f.y- .s}.h"9,1"mrqf cy, wilhout i,t "*-p#;6-offiofiffiedC#;s-io 

ihe soui"whit trealth is to the

bs.*L Hven a suit of gotd cloth dbes not feel Cbmrfortable
o$ a discasecl man's shclulders" And neither ctoes anyttrixag
seerir ioyous to a distressed conscience" When Moses
brought good news to the troubled Israelites in Hgypt
*they hearkened not' t* him 'fmr anguish of spirir' (Ex*d"
6,il. F{annatr wemt up tc the festival at }erusa}ern with her
husband. but *sFre wept, mmd did not eat' {x Sawt. r:T).
f,hus the woumded" soul 6oes to the $ermlom but does not
partake of it; she hears meny precior-ls prornises but
cannot receive the life they *ffur.

A royal bamqu*t spread b*fbure a deeply troubled xnam

does not make him happy; h* waulC rather So off in a

cCIrner by himself and. ery" 'A woumded spirit who c&m

hear?' {Prow. r8;r4). I}ise&ses whieh arfi ineurable are
called the physiciam.'s reproaeh. And the spiritual perplex-
ity of am accusing conscience puts all ttre world to shame
for thcir vain atteffilpts to apply a curc"

lsm+l

Sewentlt Consideratiorc: The Ckristisn's Spiritwal Sho*

Peace cf conscience is the blessins of the gospel am$
orly of the gcsp,gl ,,,co,ytsp,'{ertre, r&-ryg,w1s",f$,{f;, &1ryd,W.ga.sp3! yf
3 upuq; it rqfuses ,$o pbey. Arryone of -anyihing uJtdqr*}kp
p-B{I:$slsr*h-emss-yi}l$-smo*q$r"-q"tsr}rit*tqy*;firsi*wHar
satisfies the conscience; and seCond, whar appliils rnis

tr. s(zF{AT SA]'ISFIHS THE CGNSCfgInICg?

$-ig. *+tlp-es thq po,rly]*.lp-te*$^s$ hp_xrw""xhiph Sip"..t*l pp$
t_gffil,g#I" B""p"Srsonls q.o.*$.ppiqllc_e* If this litrle word * but
such a deaclly plague * could ever be blotted out of rnen's
minds, the $tCIrm would soCIm be stilled and the soul woulci
imrnediately become t calm $ea, quiet and smooth,
without the least wave of fear to disturb its fuce. ffiut sin is
the Jonah which stirs up the tempest; wherever it comes,
war is sure to f*llow.

When Adam sinned he drank away this sweet peace of
conscienee in one unhappy swallow. No wonder it almost
choked hinr as soom as it was down his throat * 'and they
knew that they were nakeet' (Gen. g: fl. Now, whatever is try
bring true peace to the conscience rnu$t first prostrate this
Goliath of sin before the war cam end and peace cam heal.

Itmtma*l}snqls-**s"d,h,md,p{.e**1$-.H$rsm"whish"hrmip
and throbs i41 ttre pjpner]s qqnscierlqe j.q,gl+ll$,,,{t""fp}s rhq
ffisrgss--p-f, -hjs*{ssj"-bv-s}-t*$ffi""ths-p.lnr#*"$hpt.i}4dslpexrtis
coming and punishment is inevitable" Because that mflrl
ffi:wi$- heppe""xhen inis inffi-- wr*rh. --f rh-
q$SgSA"!* iiyiltg" .fiod So-mgg, . fgg tri11], he tjxps,"im fea{ .eJ}d
qffi,gny of that _c_Xpsetpticxr.

N,CIx,if you,wsnt,rocemfqrga*cprx$c.,}p-.ssp..we"iq.h'r.o"p$p
q&Jhfr hsr*dss-a#Lhp{n"pf ffi sdl"sssss**indJsd"bxhiqpwn
s"$i}}* v-pg- mg$t firqt .qqs{}gh Il,opg -qp€lq "?pd prp*qgsl ghs

$riv$, ther sod fbrsiv$s""$l$. ss#,-thnr".He vill_ ma],n$
qqgpsgtl,$pfjgg "yittr pinruefp who.rfipgnr and belieye, N.p,
ffi"m s -bp l . rhls ffi"q $ 
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"cgp 
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THE CHRISTIAN IN COMPLETE AR.MOUR

qxgiks"shm 
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ealffiffiaxr" rt6y sins ul, foisi#i:n rhee'?jidffi: gtlf Nu:[-ffi 
g{s-q q d c fi e ei b 

" 
#g_"yg Bi_ k. {qn i$_ sj yq" n 

fur tii ou sh 
-

tfug_ygg r$storeffi rool b"r'ffiilr;,# i,i.ffior#ud;il,*- 
'r +

It would ruilI^riu{$-a"con*emned-rnan oil rhe road ro
executiom if you pttt a fragrent rCIse in his laand and aCviseci
irim tCI srnell the flower and fbetr better about f;veryrhing.
F[e would still $ee the gallows ]mst a]read. If a mes$enger
from the primce should press a pardorx inro his hamd,
though, he would be overcomn wirh ioy. Bur this is rhe
only thimg that could ehauge the rxlan's hearr" Sgly_thl_nl$
s}pgt qf, p"erdgruSg=1ntrSy_jp""qS Wqlg.St$.gru _rl rc e rroribGd
eonscienee as that fiower would bein a dyi"g ma"gris tran*sf*Tonsciffiisj- 

co*'p-$seanrjp" pir* iril *i"*ur. Now
thtlgpfgg_am{ does q,g& _hav* any*.pgyg{. $p r*mpp_'foH"

ffi pgv--p$"d,-.,4t-*ffiffi he ffiu$r oe.eiril
p&l*l np,pige._fhgt__ths d=*"br hes_been f"Uy paid *:i rhe_

fis" "dll-q{. qomplelply, satipfied, Only "then cpn coors*i*n*e
frp,p-h*"q. prj$-pns$,

(a) f,k ssro w_s _p{ ggd:s3g 
*s.y__{ga €w&?tt

Thmg_n&_o_Sth$f _Kfl y "+_man tx ifr d c ari p g fo f gjveq anct hi s
.qpsl _ss-Cospjlsd -Eo God prp.pp.$ "_by the Sospei of Chrisq.

ffi -*Isxr-"+"$"^$hp-.,q--q-vs#4ffi -p-f, p"s"s.ss--$s*e""f, "_qp"duerw**ra
k**n&"qin*sr*;- "hss* xp -*s" i*e-r*ss,s--gs- pdrl** ln*
H&Ldg$., If the serpent-bittem Isiaeliies- lian-iooked om
anything els* besides the hrazen serpent they would nCIt
have been healed. And neither wilt the sim-bitren con*
sciemce be eased by looki*eg on anything bur Christ in rhe
gospel promrise.

Both the priest and the Levite saw tke wounded man,
hut would not go near hirn; tre could have laim there and
died in his owrl blood for all rhey cared" Clnly the gooe{
$amaritan poured oitr inro his wnunds. It iq*g_or the la:m,

b:*"".s_h5iet""hv_*Hip_ "Flpp{, rhar battre;- nild*et#d" ;h;
[;o6J

to r, 'l*1' ";d M ":H'..Ji -ir 'f''-o?\ 
{\

j
sewenth consideration: The christiaru,s spirituat skoe

woundeet eonscience" N*t all the drops of oil in the worXd
al##ortffi anytffiNeg ftir healing * only whar God has stored
up in F{is gospel vial.

T'he ]ews of,fered up am abundance cf sacri ces, but the
blood of all those animrals put together never quieted u
simgle conscience or purged a sin. Tfu* ocomscienci 

of sims,* that is, guilt * wotlld have rernained unblorred hact it
beem $eparated frorn the spiritual signific&rrcfi of these
sacrifices (Neb. tro:z)" And the apoitle wrote out the
reason: 'For it is &ot possible that ttre blood of bulls and of
goats should take away sins' (w" 4). There is no redeemi*g
relationship between sin and the hlood of beasts, evem if ir
could swell into an CIceartr. &[an's sin deserves mam's deat]r* eternal death cf both bo&v *n* ffiul ffi r;ff:'trr;' ='fil*



THE CHRISTIAN &TPLET'H ARMOUR sanenth consideration: The ckristisn's spirituat shoe

nct

to
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rsconciliatimr with GodJXn the law, sprinklimg ffileenr rhe
ail legal imrpuritiesl Therefor*

we understand the essemce of ffiavid's pnaymr; 'Furge rme
with hyssop, and x shall be clean' (Fs" s.tr."7) * thar is,
'apply the blood of ]esus ro my troubled eonsc{ence as
priests used hyssop dipped into a beast's blood to eleaxlse
the leper. The sin which stains ffily conscienee will be
washed off and I can have peace) as if I had never sinned.'

The Ffoly Spirit alludes to this sprinkling of blood whem
F{e seys: 'coxne to Jesus, rhe mediator of the new
ccvemant, and to ttre blood of sprinkling, that speaketh
betrer things than rhar of Abel' (Heb. ru:e4) 'berrer
tFrimgs' in the acsrscicrlc*" The guilt of Abel's blood,
sprimlcled upon Caim's coffiseience, spske damnation amd
lietl; but the btrood of Christ sprinkled in the conscience of
& penitent sinmcr speaks pard"cn and peace. Thus it is
ealled 'the amswer of a good coxlscience toward God, by the
resurreetion of ]esus Christ' (r Pet. g:zr).

An answer, rf courses irnplies there has been a qufistiom;
and an *answer towarcl God'pre$upps$es e question whietr
ffiod has asked. F{is quesrion to the sinner is this: nWhat

will yCIu say when you stand doomed to damnation by the
curse of A,ty righteous law? Why should you nor die rhe
same death proxlouncerJ against *very simner cf all tixne?'

NgK _thq_Kleft ylrg has heprd p{ Chfi$I af3d haq tak*xr

Wmi*.tship-h.qu{t-ny ra!t}, ig *},* o"it *#.y.}1q;u[i u"u**'
thip_SS#ILoS l* p wny rhat p.ptisfies pcph hi{n$plfland Go*
{h*"_Hgly"$ptfl1* $h-qo$Sh &p pp-pptlq, FSul, forynied and
{Stud_ phe.ans_wpr.f,or rhe rmough of pypry hetievgr;-i"$fho is

$s qha[ p-pndqlnneth] trt is Christ t]rat diedr.y$B ta_{her, qhat
ig_$iggg"flS?in'p&Q {p even ar the ryight hand of God, who
dssmskgh j$tsfsegqip$ {b{ B$": (fi qffi* 8##). Sgca$str rhb
q..Agf.q"pg*gn. l.' fl.{p_pppnse wh{ch God will no$ {-qi.e.cr, Paul
rSHIg_$gI$S,"*ll[hgistianswtrcnrrp_rqi-isisi.s. j1_s_.iny:"sqi"Ul*

[:o8]
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,, TI:tg CHRISTIAI{ IN C(}MPLETE AR&IOUR ',

i' heavexr amd asked His Father to send the Csmforter. Now, i

I ffifidil* dffi&inil' **;."mmi- I
i {*&gf_$g"yg_grfnttrd it,.unless'Ftis diath'ha protected j

i 6ffi,$_1**"$t rip* ivi"s anv damibe when believerg iI !W@4?i!:#

i qs"qsiysd5s"ffi&rtfrsm thp_$"pl$t, Shsipt"tpl$His dip,elples ii gpis: 'If $. gy, *o! ewty'. I3* Cog$rter will 
"yljotne 

unto 
,

1 ygg5lgr {l $gpair;}_#itl sendl*m unta y-ou: (J oh,ru x6:il \

i 
" 

ffip.glffiil"ffi['was sent't?l6liivers as [oom ** ]esus i
i u.p.peflred"{p the hgavens with His U$of ff ap lntercessor. i

i But ygu qry?y be wondering how OId T'estamrent sain-qg i

i c"-q$$ frg+e }lu-* ttrls peacm irid eourfort simCe,il**v tived \

\ b.*forq_ Christ's rfiturn tm heavfin * even befmre He eame t? j

\ eartkr the f,rst time. We[l, they found conrrfq:rt in the saff]e 
ii p-*r*m whCI bought their pardon. They were forgiveqr i

I qh1qpsh t$e blog_d of C$rist, wtrp y*-s-fl{-gmh-"glph ff=try \j dffi' -rg*i"xaing-of tirry wo;idi"a"* Crrev *er;-io*f*ited 6y \

i ffiffi1i{ii;A,}} ifieii paidons were seni out *n the cre*it of !
,' -,W$ 

q,,y.# then stood ready tm lay flown His }ifq iq II the fu[i"su"of-*iere, a"*ii.!s o-ofut"pndqsis*il 11 it * I,' Holv-fu.1ry}*{s""*p,mfp-rl-q-"q*mg-$gjhsffi' ( u''/
j -,.-, . .."-.', l{',

i*--^*-** Thus ysrl can see that the Spirit is a comforter becaus*
of ffiod's gospel covenamt; He coutrd nevetr have spoken a

word if it had not been for this gospel promisfi" Therefore
when the Father sends F{im ts eornfort F{e cfirne$ in
Christ's mame, who has stood in the gap between Him and
sinners * that is, for His sake amd at His request"

What d*es thq"Hp$ $pl*it say.when He comforts? Thg
r 

{-''"*''

ioyful mews F{e hrings is gospel intelligemce: 'F{e shall not
speiifi of himiletf; but wtratdoever Eie sfra$.hear, $a1 *lu1}{

hp upgak' ffiohrc i$;ri). In other word*, His teaching will
nglhfing -*pw Ught, diffeqqll! froqp. whal shinqq in the

spppfi l"hp$-ffi r"ysslllqash"{t}F.qsmrfl -q[pEbC&rip$prqaqh$d.
When the $pirit eomforts, the ingredients of Ff,is souA-

ryyj;1i"s"i$fk*i{*emtshdve begn $athpred from the sospel

[* xcj

Seuenth Cansider*tion: The Christisn's Spiritual Shoe

garden; 'F{e shall glorify me: for he shal} r'*ceive of rnine,
affiffis:ffiel}-"$ffi6w-it"iirii$-yo*' _ tlapt ig, Chilql:g dffi, H!"*
worthine is r- His resurrec tion, a s densicn' amd Tnti:rcri}-sibn,-$s;l,.5s 

li$fq$.3"q- " 
*"*l-pu*lpit_w"rt$ nip ffi14),

(b)T&str^pb:_Ls-pffi &-&*s"p"p:xp:^{e"{pntf q{t
The gospetr supplies sufficiemt powtrr to satisfy the most \
mouskifr;ondnffiiffi-in"?He'#orld*-* rFre-futl satisfacrion \

wHlffi- Chffist'il- ffiioiis btood tras mnade ro Goa"'for \
sinnefs. Bu[ if B d;son wefe teft t*"undersiand and profit 

i

f*m_fhlg.glge P"X"lii*ielf, nn misht_fi#e ici. ieinain'in thb. 
I

ffeing_g"{ .ggfq$l.?dco$s9jggqe hgcpg"sq ng$*g"1.rg $fop.pf qool 
I

balm has csme to hcal it, But irru$, eg Godlg fove and 
i

ffiffipggti$ed s_s'ayisr *r p*fhau"epeffiiedffi{on I
fu__llp**.Hg al-qg., setrt. a Cpmfc{tgr $g app}y purc}rased I

;g5{$Sp_fiqs"1p_Hfl, Thls dlvisp ws{k ig.s*l}*$ npproprialply I-qgp.*ffi*99*flqlp.iqp' (f{e,b; tr:f S). .-:i
\"'--' Christ showred F{is stre&s

ggtgp_""p,{fhg.-Sf$ve q&d mpdq Hi$ way ppt of.t}ryp dark

Uflpsll_Py }$iq glg{iouq {g$urresfia:r,. By thip "***gnptrq-
tk $I_ ms"*w n q 

. :"ds s l axs.el" t s, h s " 
phe 

. .$ sn -af "ffi es{. wjf 'h .p*.o. Wp r'
(&ffi", _!A, &*d i: geguires"rls ig*p. po_w"pr to brgpk ?pe$3

thg-"dggg"p"-og,whe.Sp _thg grailgy epnqcience }ieg conf,nqd, tr*
&S***g_ _$gp?E_-.g_t pS S _ 

iq "upo:r, tfo p_ "qipn p f '_$" "qpn s c i g n_qe to

kSm_"h*m .ffp.Iry bdps requrrectgd tS $"p"Snf,ar"t ,a$ wa..S. pn

UhSipl's tormb to &gp,p F{im from befms_feffirrected [* life.
&gmgJpbgf, though, that tkre gtrongest seal on ]esus' grave
was mot the stcne which man rolled upon Hirm, nor the seatr

ffiffiws-E{ffi io fasten the grave with? but the Curse bf the
lsly_f_o3 $m;ryfujp"h diyrne jUggi_C.S_nttached to Him" Not *ven
ths-.ap.sq L -whq-rplls d e* - t" f he- qi o e t riujil fi1|il e 

- 

t-e mo v e d
q_USh"a_Sur$F.

SLmppse We eould l*ok in on $lS grsve sfthis distressed
coxrscieneca where guitrt hfls buripd ig, pnd $g*lsp. the hp|l in
ilg^$fpp$ and fbars, t[ 4*iu*rr**,;is tn* iu"&s* iirrgirrg

ly#*yjtY"*l" ly-.P.9": *ir*i} qrlv***F".Y,y*"*.lP.kdrlYg.*,H {luHrrdlFll , I
i

#.*ffi*99*flq1fl"iqp' _(figb., 6;y8). _.-:i

Ihgtgf gh_oyg:d Hig, q1fq$ph w&en -!{e gnh{nged the

[grr]



comtinually in his own ears. ffiut what keeps his eonscience
rys-*ffiMfi e mot"Hl fift -d;h; #hi; ff .rhorror ? vou
Rggtout CFre-irifi io$comtoiild*il{;m; md's cufseTT**i**"":';*"*'-'*
sticks like:r{:gf:'i3 his hearl; *"* r{ii;sJ#i*'r,_ Hil;ffiiJilthlj *i r: i{ rt:rj.ir:!::.i-:i.l.ji

niountalmot tread on the sinnei's couscienCe".Unii:s[ vo* ffin
,ffi_fry-y.,$m cuSse *"J' u*;*:ffi#;'s.,r *omforr are
umposslbXe * the same gravestone iesrs on 6bth" - -'- r '" --*-I$ilt 

THd Coffiro;#rtod[- *.-;ffiHH;[1o*,* -r.hof ^^f#l^!{ie 
{*ornfortg'f 

fgmgl 3o_tg{}_yo_p good nows" The 1jf qa*e Spiiit who kept ]esus from seeing Cffi;p;#'i";ii; 
"I srave, #6o resriainds d;arh-il;-fu;f;ilg'$fffiffi;** 

I1".{
q 

X.Yln&uffS-m$_ 
i{sq Ega*iiffitffitfi* $p_$ ppry ro rife i

f :11i"plf*ortalipy*r{$le_*luuffiwmd-fifo };i
I q-*&f,$X y'q,p_{ psXffry"l,ryg ggnscience for }{i; t-;-,ffi-# iI This blesseC rs*lt-$ffi hps axl ihe chui**iuit*;; of a ii -*T****^"

I qcmrforten.-ffi;-ls u"giiid --AXpr**i 
lnffigr$*,#iffi;ffiF?r;$qy$

vour srm$ nIg#__{El}y"F"g; td#d,r be}i;l,ff ffirm; H; *iii'"l;;,ilT:**-*"-u:t"t'*'rlatter' If it wnre mor so*F{ii-#dultr bate ffiy_;tri; mr'm;;";hidffis #qlt"flg,e-d$-lr-:'${F * g.o,mvimce ors;nus #eil asWu fifia'*u;"soili #C*#ffi. #ffi iltl#h*

THH CH}EISTIAI.I Th{ CCIMPLE-TH AR.E{OUR

\ *ffi,"tJlirys"-r S*eff qryft-}x#I

*--"-..,, "".r:;;:"::: Y-r : :Y" "*fi _L:*" 
" *lrqrun br H L Ln.9*. yflo$fr qoor

qg:tt$-yss$ m"qps*sgg-! rrre r*ro"g p*"rs* bqt lcno#p *re
exgcl.pnJpssp- 

3v_g!ah_ *re hiJirt if scd ffiill- ?#'[**r,
s_qs:slrg*_*$_iMffi ;yua,*q.he

Sewentk Consideratioru: The Cltristian's Spirirual Shoe

i
R.HPROOF'TO THSSH \Y/F[O MHNY THAT FHACH
*T' CONSTTEI{CH IS T'F{M ffiLESSTh{G OF THE
GOSPEL

N" SOME I}ENY TI-XE ASSURANCE OF'SALVATION
{f-it e-cCIilifi" il6il-}.."r3ow i"-ffiffXfffih-i, **;n#hildren of
God, the uncertainty would shatter the vessetr F{e rmoXded
to hold our l oy and peace . {Lj*_*g--q" p" g$-$,L,pl.-e_u*S[_g,"Qpg"pg,r*rg

$av.*-ss.*$s",-""xlth.--ffi ,H.pjF,#"sgg.,.fl p.&r.[.*fi-Q.ro-"thr
kryo:vle$gg;g{""9"Hf"_p^*Srq*yj}hGod:'Being j_\1p;t$.fr *_hyfdd{; *6oei- Hdil, ,pl}s"ilffi-ffi$e
Qbr*ps."Hy-xlp"m-*J*9,-H*--h*xg*3-g-s-ggp*,hx*k*rh"ixlgg-,this"
qracey'$rygls"yesl-esd,*"*$ffi"rqiss-t*"hsps*qf ffi *"s"lpJy^of
God' (Rore . 3,.'r, z).*-ffiffi ffi I.*.p"ffi i.s*rhq*1"s*-s'tlg-g$-fl ,- &s.Ihs{*yp.p--
SJlgs-5gkg-+:rr, .p9""$gt-q*lt*"y-$,-H*$-$$*{b.gffis,fi-m,h-*gi-imw*r*

. 
g"g"ffif " Xn"-thg$--qg-.ss*y- 'K,""ms"y q$" . .ry-*ljSffihS*&ffiM3

[ErsJ

,*,!
#

$

f
:x

i
I
f
f
J

I

f
j
il

i
f
J

l

i

{

t

\
1
\

t

' Ihe

These'dgp-ff-$h*mry- og C*o' whi.gh fu_*p.qg$k mentions!!{e!.l@.d.&aq**
rr tr --- --"*-

are tuiod's c$uslsels of lo_ve whiih ffi*l$ffi; h*;, 
""ill

il9*!@ir*Yfilie&,r^7 i( /_se* dd!!irr:

&q-$m*{--*r- Iffi d lsr" ;'rc 
" 

ffi &[-;u[eH 
-,r{*Tilf

ryqm*x*. ffid "rffi-etd 
ffi*,e# rur**=;rux;,*;;r ;;;wuffi-rsxl. fr.rr fi ,r{e arso sx"gH$. Fgrfep-dy $t-_q"" r_rprd.g_ iir-mnadk

u* uuxsmss}.fl... _qnhks*#n** ikpx stffipsrgms$g ir - 
gh.s- se hiner-, tr.q$pi.qe

*slr.l.gpg.srr.rdy, neirher xm&n ,rof rH* ,ffivii t ave anyrhimg

:"I'.F,S 
rbr t- -* in s p, fu g til yl - J gf . q -h - -Tr ffi ffiid,#rnlgf._q_gg$m of man, s sgH"l*_Sur a$__*S*gy_fx3ffi#it_H_Wffic

[E re]

knows thiu. S,el4-p-mrk*L{y-n*"*-*-gg*x".k*"{_es"q}ygd. ;i*r *,*" 
ffiT-:qsi{{sfre $iil"*:arnp_qss_far,* i'.

qI-a.*d s&*L*gf ":hg-p.qyer.of His peacg, Fgr ,psflmpl.g_a lhe i
q*rdory H?-p_hff) ise_k_is"-&syj$^_w*s "me_C" eil"iffir" f#" lr-* j

Idffid roiffi;.trHvfi["ffissed 
.ftie 

con ioir*o rc ea$e rri* {

$d;{ Hs_ wen[ps his [sr"*i' ffi p_tpij* hni.$ s.. "h-ys .hip \

[rst iv"y{e,plsre"4 sn$ hi;.p*, sn*C h"s.?rts*t*blixbs* by.rhp l
ryss-Smf,tg-'.f-gqt*Ys1**m*shs -h*ffi --m*"s" fl"d ihroush I

X.g-u{ own_ryelgg"SpqlX*n*iputggogr gve$ ey3de pgq Hulhs f
whrch Christians brqs_ $bS" Spgnfp;3;h3t_*y}-S" ih+. notv Iffis#;,;fi ditffi;*'ffidry\
npll-rssk-qr-qi$ -frI$"s "jsei*-?"*-&$im,- fismm.,"pjsxl ""t-ani$Ses i
and our feggg.wl$.it, as darkness"Cin*npSgfp" h*$pi-q*ilrq {

sun.-Thi,Sly_$gi{i[ overfuns" ii# iffiffi-*q}dst *'i* Iffi{iy wl[h d ffi6offi o]tio]-tffi ffie Tqiili-cam m* nxoo*,** I
*kg**#Sl},-,1$?"n Nortl Cpplit *s* e"j "r$ls_yn"s* it s_wUsls f
ffiwaiej".ln':q(qr{xr8-!,F:!!:,rr$af!&i.3ny{r:'1;:\.l}l&:j-"--""-':J



TF{E CHRISTIAN IN C$&{PLETH ARMOUR"

$sffi r[ua]"srssffi n"is-t]m-lmps"fu ,-p,J--Ts&xxff s-iw*]kerh"ixt
e mme$*--am.d*k*p-mqgh*;Lq"t*",Iuh"ighst*hs*_gfi grhl*,(,*S*kp
a;,fl,J)-.*A-9.9*$$s}",l,*kF-"rhi$-.gp,s-l*-hs*p-a}I"H.d.g,H, -gp-s1,*-p,'{.*'q#ht,
es*km{.xa*ke*--t&^ s-[h-g-q*p.,,.p-s]-q-.f ,H,f; s.fi s*.

trs that which is near the bottCIml af the }aw's curse upon
sinmers to be made the topmost part of the blessing which
the gospel hrings to Christiaras * that their 'life sha}I hang
in doubt'; and ttrey shall 'fear day and nightr' and 'have
none assurance' $)eut" e8:66)7 God forbid! &[em reach
frorxr a preffIise of foolish boldness when they so ctisf;gure
the sweet face cf the gospel that they make Christ speal<
His preciotl$ pr*rmises as doubtfully to F{is saints as the
devil lures *ris followers with vegue enticemenrs. Becausf;
their hypocrisy makes them question their own salvation *
with good reason.* they must therefore seal up the wells of
salvation from sincere believers and then blame the gospel
for thcir own doubt.

But there is a my$ttrry of iniquity at ttre roct of this false
and uffi.coffilfortable d$ctrime. These religious leaders are
sirmilar to judas, a thief who carried the money" PrCI*
pCInents cf this teaching deposit xnor# gold and sitrver isr
their treasury than judas ever thoushr abmut putring in
his. Although the doctrine of gospml srace brings peece tCI

sinners' eomsciexrces, these men preach a superstitious fear
which keeps ignorant parishioners pouring nxl$re amd
more nnCIney into tleeir pursf,s im pursuit of comrfort" And
ttrre wfir$t part of it all is that this principle of 'give*r*-ger'
lias so neatr thtr heart of th*ir religiom that the gospel,
heaven, axrd evem Christ F{imself must all bow to it. 

,

I I : - $ SMH . Iffi**,lH* "9*9ffi H*'HH.X#H- kp**X#k*
sHk.Jkq#_H*p9,ffi,k"*TttH_#"*,N.*sI"_H,NC"F,.S$S#,p*$,,H",_qH..X*5"F

*m*H-HS#-*r ffi*#,*,, ""f'S.#'P,,,H,JIr'{.*$.omH" H/Ho,.,X. ,q,FS-*$*$*Htf.,H

$OSPEL
i#.lMffiK#d@Sj&;1fd

$p:rys-.Hgg#}fi.-H$.p.ft,F..*-tp*-^b.*,}j_ex**.$,hg_._m"'q_p,,p-"gl

[r r+]
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{f, Sshn*ffiy:_pn$=qs:m{pf _*fg- ffiiqgffi #gp" p--sinie:[e 
]

pprqon's cCInscience it may be because his undeistanOing
is *1}l_$j*r, Sul "the igmofpm.;-c,F q{ rhe.Ar}}'qr ".glop* .{tp1
d*pqqed{t the g,.....q! * thetq is pueh more Fn ffit"i1"qelf _qhgn rhe
ach!eve{i[S{$ af ogp qrti,q.t, Fql*qs o{[pmfo{" inprlqciptres
gL fhg"" s-q$ps] lq *p atgainpble gqatity, b-ul -,sot. -q{gry I

Qhf*e""H*$ "hn' " 
yp"t , a$F.pi13qd .tp_ thq .'r_l$,hqp -*f . rlre full i

as$${a$s"s"sf_H*"{qgstn$ding,. 
" "t"A. !he_ .gcknprvledsll*egt of 

i

t"tt*. ryJ$_qsfy p_f Gcd, and of phe F-atfrer, and of Chrjsr',.as \
*"f__WAy_" in_,whigh 'their hpnrts might be comforred',,., 

i(Col. a;p).\ *.".--...---.*"--* e.*

(b) #sws*dp_#,qt W_#!k iX gp_tpgl.docrrine

Th"gq.q.'.9{f; *ghgSp_ "wt",a_.. do. "u&Ce5ptpd, rhe docqrlsp. c{_
palv__qtio$ by. fai$r in C$ri"ryt * th*S.gnly fpupatrpriom tc buitd
g]&c s"qryf,o,r-t gt-g-pgsripngs 9$": -bll,q "$hpv {r-psl"sqg.tq ry.e}k
q"ggdy}ly_ Fv 3hg $.q.WpJ ap-d dppl1"us.{hemr,p.p}yps qf sweet
psssq_fr 

=qpaffi sp_$;"iseCAsffi,,.gy-ap.*rryacggrdgg.x:*

morn peac n and comfort than thqy__W^&gSgg$:11 S.*fAngg,f p_ 
"

to lil-}'m-fiic{tffiy mey be;r*r} m*one- u"
bver"tSeffire: 

**!;!,{d"*{s*a*e*}s}.?L}rrr{b *;*'l
lnfl'l#i" 

----T=.*-*i - No-!. gy-Ery_o11p- whq, qCInfeg,geq "h*llg{ !m thg_"sg$p€l""ip",p

tr Ch"qi*$fln* _b"p$""ghis gp ffi,q! Godls faulp,, F{e does noa laiish
I Stp utqfn*ltgpasur_q.llpxo$ $ynryoSe w-hp- kncws gre faptg.pf

i q*Ivati_qq, ThF_ "$fifil of ,Spd iq.roq shgew;d $o $ie$ *, b{ank
i cheaue"I -.*- " r"--"--- -

\ Ministers offer the peace of the gospel to all wkra will
\ ggggpt.lg, -Pg! t$ig.peacp_ggfpseg. !o qta3,- whg{g.i! m_q.-e'$,am

\ qqincene heart. 'Xf the houese be wcrthy**.IS$ 
"yng.f_.Sleace

\ -.-g*Hp_p*j1|but 
*T iI_ffi rior wofffi1e: y.q$ pe?cg. rslgrffi

but have no

[sxs]



.THE CHRISTTAN IN COMPLETE ARMOT}R

tffiXfpk* S.F&Fp.hq ^pn ttrerni (C€.1, 6;rf,, Wl em peace,is
qbselptr,.*he$r" cpn".wp. bI_p.ffiq ttrp. ggspgl? h{q m.atter how
sggggpt "$g_ g*f_-i p* S ySp*ig 

" 

t h e "hgo d p, f g _gk*llp d s e qi b e, ig
will not write on wst paper. trt is not the pen's fault, nor the

heegs_ *hg"p_f="_ulSm lt $r* paper:

If,"".,_$"hp" *rp*# .p.f,_n ""galn"L * no maryer.$pw farncul fln.$
L,qSHeStg"d; iS *_q$lg*-"bJ*fl"]gst y{Fich hpu *ot yielded to

tgg9*"tsg.fifi:_ fi_q.*i*" pm_m-1"q*q* y/$l Sot speak peage: This
ksgp_?.l lr*p_ hses_ms:*::4j$s#sf$"_#nlk*'- n*a "e- ip31 and

H.$.*ce gan 1each.hi* i,9 .his sel{-rnade prison. f}re Splrlt
knows how to use His roetr of correction.--rc,> x {*qiw";!;;w@|6wrpe&ce
As for those who walk as close to SS.m_qp;l5[_*,tffigXg.*nh]$
;tiiffi;"#d;*fk;;Ci#t 

"idv 
i:i[ue peac* u,rffi[;#r-z- it

ffijnj#$-qy.;i"$"qil$,-ff"i lishihesdedneqs {ike thq
y_q"q!.*:$ H"yg"_ipX,lp_"[gal, " "[h*" parlor where. *qhe ft:irit oJ

Qhmpf"_"q"#."tp.r$eing fhg "$Iyteginp ls. Bp. imne.r rqom) ffiot t
Hpr'gft s'qxl'ps"r"!1q,plx.gel*H{klg*gy"styssfi ,ry-}opaseshvcan
_qmg}l * h g*hn*q^l 

S $",..1 $_ * 
_t r *$spr *y* lr" po l ip lermp$d{ g wi th

h*q* lsxl ffim"p"- {E;gq} "Chppg " *r}d" thg fllrfiftian .ry1ay be

&gm*g*g11gpfp "githin, even ghop6h" ygu hrave not $een &

qmsls-"dl-sh-s"Q--$I.,.*px-hs*:""-djhs-$rrluplq"-whl,o"h-p"psll$s po

sxlsxdid tp--bs"Hp-yg.g,*"-Y.ps"rm+gh$-p,g$t+x{}-s",th{"sxpu1.Sgss l}.or-

hg_vs_pfi afifi "bq_c_S]t"qpt*"q-h*".q_n"S_f hgps.CI$$,SCggsp]cuqpppism
on his ccunte&anee firurcuncing the peace which he has

Qg-$tesp-g{tflsy: -Qtffi€}l{sfi$ $h.q{g rs pevgr il,}qre inwpqd
Hsess-nr#"sqffi&-r#n* ffii*$I"s }wns$ II**xr whsn hlp" .{*$e iq

S_q.y.S{$d.Xigh;r9aqg:,*}$yggp}pg}dhg"*tpChgipti?drffi}qamins
asd-ssh"hiss*sh"sj*$*hiu-e"Lsrx-q"H"mishgffi"s*h$-sls.shimlql$s
ffi*t"$hsir:js*xy-Jfi *."$3,-q"lsmshp}"v-di-qmek-e-}jsi"sn,,*$*.d-v".qt
the omn you pity would not part with *ris sorr*w fsr alX the

s,d.{y ffitXeffi{l**S **nr, fh**i*"*m,-Ipryj$ thses-
#srp lyffi , ffi;i C#ffi.p',1-il.*urs. f nnnot pe ffi; :

[:r6]
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THE CHRIS]-IAN IN COMPLE']TE ARMOUR

swalXows this tonic, although he might not necessarily feel
it immediately. It witrl corne in time.

(ii) {x-rk -wpmlle=A h-p**.jg "gp__sp_p"{ "p9" 
*pnqy* 1" t}rg

hgnk__I,$p"yl-.if. "fip#.._ -qe., dSlqSnni*sd" tq, eiyg p€ape 
. to F{iu

#*rsn*_yhe__ts* ^H,gss }$+ffi"_:3hg__L,pt .*lll bless hip_

"p5gplg._y_i*1.k_p"g*_f *:__(f.*,***_#).'fhis psahn shows what
great things God can dc; it is no harder for F{im} to create
peace than to speak the word" oThe voice of the Lord is
p$werful; the voice of the Lord is full of rnajesty' (w, 4).

hlow God promises to bless F{is people with both
outward and inward peace. It woutrd be a sad peace to have
quiet streets but the cutting of throats inside sur homres.
Yet it war"rtrd be f,ven wor$e to have peace both in our street$
and houses but war in our guilty consciences. Therefore

Qhrrm-p.Hxs"Im$"F"$[-g]:s-ps.gfs-"q-{x.*"#p,*,Jg*.-o-F*].*]p-geace gf
gg,Hg$i enp .q fg r' t{l,.q "{oxsj.y $"ll,p *e s i"n *.*Jlm* ffi "wtllg i t to 

,,}",p

mlhg"p-mxnltr*jP**-rsllg"tv^*-v-is*lvs,p-?"mvB,e*sslsivpp*[t]
you' ffoltn r4:zZ). There He bottr writes amd executes Ffug

$-ili yrth-Hin;hffiffi-:uilat Hi- 1.

ks:*sn*ps[:-o*hs]lpyss, T*-ere* ig"-']p ft *r* $tlps ; F{iq v{tll
sk#*h,f^p_grfof me$,1othq"fllllg"Sh*p_,e*ft*S_Jha3FI,e"llv€stoSe:
that done by the power of His Spirit"*fliff*?mjffir_Xffi* 

$g-.-rlslrtfpup: and

&dnsp-qfl*g*qhr*Hxlghf m-hg.*{*ffis*"p-ffi{"t-J"$*p,plal}rp*
in tH6-t$ffiffiver 

"wlil:n};ffi;piAs oesrffie;n;l hoiinels are
a

}.$u$llisqa$ed'tSp
p"ea_q-q.*,]f_..*ytlgf d$hteousne$s'_tffn$._lfif $*J:_lp_fquts

ffi
tm-s"xn-H***-*k*i--sJ{.H-p-*rk#$Jh*x$f; Fd-sip--.$}}-p-,,"i,1t't"p",.f ru1t
ws,*g{:**,*p*gms*,}.h,Hfi}*1!*d,-o*9.$-,,}#-pihf;r"$*;.*$p-xjg"u*B}-hfl.fiY,*qg.[
does not t4"kp_."pj*se*"p.q qK $_a,m'_q".f,lm,g,,}**.rq_v.,p.ry.g*9r,*, #,[]-ffi#"__
ft:Tffi # :*tl,i"##;"t di"e"-dii,p_d.uiffif_sg.sr#,,.i 

-

ffi ti:#ffi ;.:ffi ;d .l, 
'ffi ffi i;!$; -; fi"ey " 

-
-*"" 

#;t"ffiiliffi' ffii;[.6#'ffi;,]{s Hffi ,i;*i ** if even offi n saimt

[:r8]
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shomld go without his reapimg tirme . nF{e that goeth forth
arud weepeth, bearimg precimus seed, shall doubtless corne
agaixr with rejoiciffis, bringing his sheaves with hima' (Ps.
x e6: 6). Ngw-_1f,"_ygg _th+sk thp"gq""qps1_mlsh{ _b$ defbc$ye

hgg*:Ltp_g""gg_{lgig"#"hSlggjpltl"p_.ppgephpq_*sgmatured,krap
this * it iu 

"pJ3_Jh"g Weyr.B:r.d_'.'1ryh"gg it^$oes qomxe ig will pe

fqig-tifs.-#gggj&f #, $p* rne ;;i"i tesifs b,ur; h'ornt, ,re
****"j4,**"ffig "pfi{&pt mpr}: al}d beh-q}d the-uptight; fpr
ghs-sn*sfutlsr-ffia$t-* p.sqs :" (f,"s-, i T#"fi,

INtr. SOI,IE SEARCH FOR PE,{CE OU'TSIDE THE GOST}EL

&$"en are deceived if they try to heal their consciences with
ffii}:ffi,9r$ rerpi,sh*s *!1uirnu"C of lh6 ssipel.
Tlr,qvlsrffiMM-q,gmm"{$*wffip-h
ffi gHfu m"ghsJ*X*kk-sp"-q#g-4-im--thg-g"q-qns"l"hvfi hm.$tlp
draw peqcg__ "p*fl. _Solmf:p"{$ . ffq{p wpllp . they kt3rp d.rg
them s elve s * eith*r a c arnal cis tpgg kf .*_I"qg-p.]*qSteg*'

( *) 
- 
A ; ;&J,ti-;i s;trffi* 

r !'i5r r*!r!i+r i'&*vp4t':

Simn"qq$,,qollpq.g"p"wi$p_vagi_q3y-p{-s_91**qgp}_Uffi ffiJg{e"Adlq$*Sqsrsihs-fsns"pf$sdlp-. . fi#,ffi"$$ie"p"qs"p. xf
these people are awakesred evsru slightly by Sicripture their
hearts beconne chilled from a few serious thoughts of thcir
lost eonditicn and they resort to the s&ffiic atrternative Felix
chose. As soon &$ Paul's strrffilon siekemed Felix's con-
scienee, he hurried to get rid of the preacher and the
disturbing mois*s he was making; 'Felix trenebled, and.

answf;red, Go rhy way for this time' (Acrs e4:a5),
Thgg. mn}ly tgrn theiq backs from God and run as fast

md__Ap_ -fur_ es_I"ky "Sgp" [tg* flnyg$e gf pnything 1ha!
kf.ft4tqp $hpjf" plrg+dy inflamed consciencp.s and reminds
qhp-m^ej*"klf"_Sgd"-Ullem" One poor man, for instance,
refused to attend funerals amd even dyed his gray hair
b*cause he could not cCIpe with thoughts *f death" Yet this
f,ow&rdtry strategy was all ttris rnan had between him and a

hell orr e&rth in his conscience.

[E rE]
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'r*:'ii 

fthpg*p5pple hraye suc-tr a stroilg conscience $rat its light 
i

glares on thern day and night, *vem though they 
1

ffitl$sly-flyoid*jt.'eo'-pt#wjth,$criptuie,saint,s,and",.'
$Smgnp. Hhs"w men-. an-d wpISS"& Spg. _fg " "q_o-ns:**lly,,

Wj*f,Flt"LL,*iu,qy1 Sgilt tftag gp_ex1 $pt o*ly g*.:*"p$rffikfi

ryms*xJ"{-ik }ps*:* ffid $i-4, ffit -pp} -sir.,len*$q

, Qgggmj"g"hltffiM ia cilyl pod gjvj.ng$rgir copsciqg-qeg, itl i
i qlip, in & c{CIwd of wo;ldly b*tfres.t"(ge?.,:A!.{* tfi. ii Prvfispipp., $hffuls.fusrp* llllf,gr{}Ff,pr*ff-matrl*w's I

i rtp-"*Ys{x" . H-Yci:ffPl 
"*-i

i &ysidTd-$# ed-ffiffi
: 

@

I thal qqqssis{l-qs-[fr$g]x""Sgds-th,**ghgm-q--Lq-"$-B-g*t g -wpr{$ " I*'-*Besides, eonscience is as offemsive affiIong sinners -as:l

]oseph's drearn wfls arnong his brothers. $o the umwel-
eome message of truth dri.ves nnen to bribe their con*
sciences with the worldly promise of profit"

But even that mnppt.$Sphiqlifa$^q$*pJgy" tp pygld -strpSl
.lishC 1s:1oo ilk ffiwoiii-ffitroiil ffiwi"so.sln$efs ffig],
invite $-n*l'S,,,|r3{p_,and N Ab*}'g,,fea s t.. to $r.gwn t}tqtf c€f e s

udil'ffi;il;i#affi'ce*,9"ied|$j;9,ei*p *$,"r"ioa[
tfreii,'sp-iiffi A*df*ffi t$-.{}ude.$Iepsurgq of si5r; ggd
while i1 sneeps in pqnp.qlgqs,.q.tllfiiditv tftey-,$an uin Witlrgut
{ffi Uus-t"hie:s rh-q- isUs:"qf"h-ip"e,hi.h,q .cst$al recipe

seeslyslhsp-L{}nsr-*e"-qls-ap}$s-ml}-mtLli.sh.dulls}h"q"qsns*s
qf, sss$--c*rsss- fu r_ awhil** " s &rdj n g .krlrn R 'p& 

oJt 
_ !q ? $ 

o n t p

forget; for the horror of his condition soCIn comes back to
ffim;ffi#ffi ffirp pe'iiidi#ty imari"#r.
-reUffi"keep 

vo" fioffi suih a Cure for the troubtres of your
conscienoel It is a thmusand times wffrse than the disease

itself" {Jndoubtedly it is b,stter to have a dog that barks in-
fessantly to betray a thief thraxr to have ons that sits still and
lets us be robbed before we knCIw danger is anywhere mear.

(b) &jwql-x$qff!"
A&sr-p"sp#j$*.fhtSS_ty_,fo f"p_f.SSrhnyg"ng_qpligf qxcsp!_fr o*

IEzo]
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t h e i r o w m ry"g-t"*$Iy i. t tl€y-hlp p,n th e ry q* lo-p 1F y" 9,9g f9" {m}} S a

sffif -$s$.,$ :eiiih ti#-; 
- qyalm q"e" mss---qYs{--t}Lsl-s-4ry

I*iu"C[*; 
-Tffi 

ffiidial drink which they use to revive,Iffi*f;a 
r-';ai addn- fioffi 

" 

tnri- ilaiisraltion of chiist's
,ffiil--Uilil fr. tr;a ;ffiHtd"qffie- ".pJ -ibs!" ".dffittv
di-ripfid#;;iivities" Tfiii wine fia; not been presf€d Som
;HgfiAtioui"iiit[iceisiom Christ rnakes in treaven but from

igpttr' hi ;rer* for ihirnffiA.;j I"- u-woid,:"#d
iiitiugfrCh* up*rks of asitation kindle in thei{I3"uc19n-q-qf"*

and iiiis is inevifable with io much iombustible matter for

;:f*i-i;.$# r ii il "p 
o C r,si p (-$ b le* d-b.pt-igqk -sx{11:qprrq

#ittr wtricfr they try to extinguish it.**Wi 
l;"no'niatliii.wfi6 ),q,i:i-ar6l"lf vou bgld gp p$a!e I{

Clii*rr*u with *ood, lrtt- and srybbr$-I pgcup.q,'{qp of

#,,*g,"un"*"ffi of Jesus Christ and,of His qgspel..If any

ffiil giew 
'in= youi own garden rhat could heal your

*orrt ded conseience , why did God prescribe such a rare

balm cornpounded with the blood of His only Son? Why

clo*s He iall sinners away from everyrhing else except

F{irnself} yau c&n know this: either Christ was an

imposter, and the gospel a fable * and tr trope ycu are not

*rr*t an infidel, worse than Satan hinnself, to beli*ve that *
or else yCIu arf, nor rakimg the right rnethod of healing your

conscicnce and obtaining peace far it.
Now as for layjng a fiure fopndatign for sqlis ppacq in

yss.r-hs-a;*,-J,*s*-.,-E-*mrrpJ,^*gmplg$-g"itwilhput.p{aversand

" Hu[jY*-"t-tmnnnfilY,,qsr- "'.tk g g

-ps3ss--Yv*h-ss**P-mss-sfffidffi #-^$q$hi.'*.H,*n p"is *h*n"-r,hp-"s$hp sj^p-*s e.d#s-qls{p:-wt}ighnr 
s"ffi -s"p-ul-mia-sw"sstJ.s$I.as-rts*p,Iqp-Eau*ffi n#qsss,*r**xlsg-Jhip""esho.ip"ptJvths-,q"amp

,ggg:;.g#*je-$i",?C if-leais *td pravers-and spod wotks

.q,fln$pt p"$,t$-kil p,, *,.pf pmrdon,.rhev.camnot eff*et

it g- pSni- o f *"p-m{g *t .eit $ef", S.s.Sgrybeqyrha$ hpyffffid:

[ge:s J

t-.
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THE CHRISTIAN IN COMtr'I-ETE ARMOUR

xsg-*qe*.*-sJ-*flys--J*,sqL-*Hsp,{.9"-wirk-q-s}-"$h$.ps;.but"ygg
ga

A comrnon wound will hardly treal unless it is wrapped
up frorn the open air and kept ctreanl yet these measur#s
do not eure ir * rhe rnedicine does. ffig*g}X*n$_X_q.S .l{}
qLqH-#r*#*s--3"*d--aff yi"r#;-i.gp:-d"9-".&q-t--p-sp-e9,g-"pepseIq

s{,o*w*-s*}y*{ism"-}hsi.I*tgpt*If -xp-pdg.-Lg}y*p"$""lhi"q-yslu
-is-ol-ts*yopreqlf rrp"m-.*$rF-s*s$g--qL$ts,p--p.eaps-yhlghlllq-

ffi. One resists the other like two farnous rivers
in Germany, whose streams will mot mingle when they
fi}eet,

Sp.gpslp"sfi f g-wlll-*p"-qmerss-w$13**.I"-Iv-cJherFe.?'.fi 
',,Ymp

m**t"*mskiq,,p-Hxs-,a*.*mg-xlsj . *mll " s p e aki n s
for himself anct for all other sincere believers, Paul
testified, 'We are the cireumcision, which worship God in
the spirit, and neioice in Ctrrist jesus, and have mo

confidf,nce in the ffesh' (I}hi/. 3lr3l)" F{e was declari*S, *We

do not fall behind in any holy duty or service. No, we So
beyond them, becau$e we worship God in the spirit; but
evsn this is mot the tap where we draw our ioy and
comfort.Yb_rsrsiss*n_fi hmssjggg.q-#"qltnfhs$Ssh,]Thgs
MH"sh*p,pffi p-$-"q,s-.fi h#gf m#"ssr*r,$i-o-is.,tss"illl{*p,
M:

Indeed there are xnany who do use the balm of the
gospel's metrcy for the healimg of a wCIunded conscience
but they do xrot foltrow the scriptural order in applying it"
trnstead, they snateh a promise presumptuously and ravish
it nather than wait for Christ's consent. Too often they are
like Saul, who was im such a hurry that he euuld not wait
until Samuel came to sacrifi.ce for him but wemt to work
first, disobeying ffiod trvery minute that he served.

Iffi p"uls.wes-s-qpJ,fi -*s"s--o-l-s,-a*t"&x-ffisds-$slx{g-$s*qgIw"
nn*-spq4{}k1".9"*q}ffiis-sgI},H-qi**,ses-*Iyi,$h..,[hp-*h.]g-gd*sf-,M

-B-sLo-rti#s-tr)--mp-ggs"p-f; ktkx--d-qir-ghsmss"lyss"bJ-ssqlyl*s

Isee]

Sewentk Corcsideration: Tke Christ;isn's Spiritual Shoe

tlg-qgmfu $".gflp';gmt$s.$-*wSiq$*d,-n"p-$.p--F#.si*}o.thss-a!.
p[t$p{r$, For exannpl*, what would you think cf a ffi}an who
refused to wait for his doctar's prescniptian but rushed to
the pharrnacy and started mixing the medicine hirnself?
Yet this is what every pg[q.op._dogs".Whq "qprinkles- hinnself
ffii5:ffi -u:oo-*-.r 

-Chrii1 noa' ssq;_$ffisjt" is_ rhq
pe{dgg}*g ffiggcy*g{ Cnd befoge he lufg-q "fl_wpy f{ppr s3n:

Lmsgxy-p-g'-ql*s,Gp.gr-$""ps*k*qw-9ffi s,-J.u$*qs.$-*,s"h}"apd"pJ

*Sp_3g"qlrul l?gb yap ngt appfiqd to the Egyplians'.dopr$r
.hut to the Isrpelit-ps', neithqr yill 1ltfi hlgod qf.J"e"p,U*hE

qp{$}kled p-f, .the ops$nate sigppf* "h*g q$ t}}s _qi$.c"s{p

'",pg*itg,g,$_" 
That blood was not put on the threshold of the

trsraelites' cloors where it might bc walked mn, but on the
sideposts, where its mark became sacred. Neither is
Christ's blood reservf,d, then, for anyCIne who continu*
ously practices sin. This wor.rld be pouring out the most
troly sacrif,ee to be trampled on. Remember, Davict had tei
cq:nf,ess his sin with shailrrn before Natham could comfcrt
him with fiews of pardon"

&J\-/4.\4, \J\-rtr, *1, L+t-r\-al,. IIIVs qF/rtdvf.|si-{\rt/ {-alv uvlB l^sLl^ HA[v4l^svulrt\.
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